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is celebrated as a festival of greenery, peace, prosperity, and 
environmental conservation in Uttarakhand. Harela, the festival 
commemorating the new harvest in the Kumaon region of Uttarakhand, is 
celebrated as the monsoon starts and is considered one of the most 
important festivals in the entire Kumaon region.
Inspired by the Hon'ble G. Ashok Kumar, Director General of National 
Mission for Clean Ganga, call for HARELA Festival, the Ministry of Jal 

Shakti, Government of India, decided to organize a state-level program, 'Harela Mahotsav-2022', across the 
Uttrakhand. 
This year's celebrations will be part of the ongoing celebrations for 75 years of Independence -Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav (AKAM).

In Uttrakhand, celebrating the glory of the Pahad-Pani -Parampara, which is believed to be the mythological 
abode of Lord Shiva and Parvati, various water-saving saplings are planted for rejuvenation of springsheds, 
traditional natural water sources (origin of rivers, dried springs, Naula-Dhare, Gadhre, Gad, Gajar, Simar, 
Khav, etc.) across the Himalaya.

In this backdrop, the 'Harela Mahotsav-2022' is scheduled to be organized by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, 
Government of India with the objective to promote stakeholder engagement and ensure public participation 
highlighting the significance of initiatives and emphasizing the need for people's participation as well as on 
"River Conservation Synchronized Development" through an in-depth understanding of Arth Ganga and 
Catch the Rain Program.

Naula Foundation celebrates Harela Mahotsav every year with the community and utilizes it to inform people 
about the importance of Pahad-Pani-Parampara. This year we plan to celebrate this festival  with the Namami 
Gange team and associate for a holistic thinking process where 'Namami Gange' evolves to 'Arth Ganga.' The 
IEC programs would be conducted as:

There will be a series of activities such as a community talk on Holistic Management of Local Rivers and 
Waterbodies with the involvement of the local population, followed by a "zero-waste" workshop, ZBNF Zero 
Budget Farming Promotions, Capacity Building Training Program, Promotion of afforestation activities, to 
make a strong pitch for public outreach and community participation.

Building up an ecosystem where ecological conservation and economic development will go hand-in-hand to 
maintain the eternal character of Ganga. Promoting Sustainable Eco-Tourism to Strengthen local economies 
through the circular economy principle of Vocal for Local.

Various awareness activities to restoring small rivers at local levels through shram daan, cleanliness drives, 
competitions, plantation drives, planting of fruit trees and building plant nurseries on the banks of local small 
rivers,  and much more on the glory of the Pahad-Pani -Parampara, throughout the month-long Harela 
Mahotsav. 

A total of 8 programs will be conducted in 8 districts of Uttarakhand, and the awareness drive will end in the 8th 
district of Uttarakhand, viz. Haridwar, where a mega IEC program will be conducted, will directly benefit 108  
villages of  627-gram panchayats of  8 districts in Uttarakhand.



To support green economy and 
sustainable healthy lifestyles of local people



The goal of 'Harela Mahotsav-2022' is to raise awareness among the 
general villagers on the importance of Nature and the threats it faces. It 
aims to create tangible actions and solutions to meet those threats that will 
inevitably impact humans. This would also help the villagers to 
understand the benefits in terms of trade and access to markets, the local 
community's economic enhancement, and passenger facilitation.

Better India manages rainwater, the lesser the country's dependence on groundwater. Therefore, successful 
campaigns like 'Catch the Rain' would also help the villagers recognize the local ecology and ecosystem 
services, share their traditional knowledge, and know the importance of local streams and water sources. 
Besides this, we would also have an opportunity to share our views and get ground-level solutions to the critical 
water problems in the Himalayan region.

'Harela Mahotsav-2022' fulfill one of NMCG's long-term visions for Ganga rejuvenation is to restore viable 
populations of all endemic and endangered biodiversity of the tributaries of Ganga so that they occupy their full 
historical range and fulfill their role in maintaining the integrity of the Ganga river ecosystems by involving 
multiple stakeholders along with conservation & restoration of aquatic biodiversity.

One of the major components of 'Harela Mahotsav-2022' is 'forestry interventions' to enhance the productivity 
and diversity of the forests in headwater areas and all along the river and its tributaries.  The  'Harela Mahotsav-
2022' event is scheduled to be held from 1st July to 31st July 2022 at the eight stations.

All IEC activities cum Stakeholders Participation Programme was organized at local School /college 
/community buildings/conference rooms / Panchayat Bhawan campus. We ensure maximum local 
communities participate in these IEC activities. Since times immemorial been associated with freshwater 
resources for their livelihoods, agriculture, fisheries, and drinking water and cultural needs and have been 
involved in their local management and protection. While science can provide systematic ways of measuring 
the state, impacts, and finding solutions to problems faced by soils, biodiversity, and freshwater ecosystems, 
the collaboration between Naula scientists, subject experts, social reformers, local administration, and 
communities is crucial for the conservation and survival of freshwater ecosystems. 

The Stakeholder IEC awareness program was successfully conducted by Naula subject experts on :

1. "Pani ki Kheti  se  Jaiwik Kheti tak"
2.  Community participation is the key to managing and restoring freshwater ecosystems in Uttrakhand
3.  Plantation Drive with selective native herbal or special kind plants
4. Sanitation drive of nearby springs or water bodies
5. Conservation and management of soils & their management
6. Natural Resource Management and Rain-fed Farming
7. Capacity Building Training Program on Forest Management, Silviculture, ANR Techniques.
8. Training for Spring Channelization, Mapping & Geo Tagging
9. Watershed Conservation Program

Naula Foundation successfully made all necessary arrangements for the Stakeholder IEC awareness program.



Bishan Singh 

Founder President 

I am on behalf of the entire team of community-based nonprofit organization Naula 
Foundation special thank you note to respected Shri G. Asok Kumar (IAS), Director 
General, National Mission of Clean Ganga (NMCG), Department of Water 
Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt. 
of India & his entire team & Shri Uday Raj Singh, Program Director, State Mission for 
Clean Ganga (SMCG -UK), PayJal Mantralaya, Govt. of Uttrakhand, Shri Jagmohan 
Gupta, Senior Advisor, National Mission of Clean Ganga (NMCG), Shri Puran Chand 
Kapri, Communication Specialist (SMCG), Uttrakhand for their tremendous support 
to successfully conducted the statewide community participatory IEC activities 
"Harela Biodiversity Mahotsav." Together with your kind support, we have near to 
achieve raised awareness among all stakeholders and the poor and neglected community of remote hilly region 
as per the standards of sustainable development goals.

Also, congratulates & thanks to the entire Naula Foundation family & our respected patrons Padmshri Dr. 
Yashodhar Mathpal, Padmashri Kalyan Singh Rawat (Maiti) & Shri Manohar Singh Manral & Program 
Coordinator Mr. Amar Nath & all districts coordinators & their team, Mr. Gagan Prakash Singh, Mr. Sandip 
Manral, Dr. Shambhu Nautiyal, Dr, Lokesh Joshi, Mr. Bhupendra S Bisht, Ms. Maya Negi, Mr. Ganesh 
Kathayat, Mr. Mahendra Singh Bisht, Mr. Balwant Bisht, Mr. Harish Vashisht, Mr. Pawan Sharma, Mr. Laxman 
Singh Rawat, Mr. Sanjay Bisht, Mr. Bhupendra Singh Manral, Mr. Ganesh Karki, Mr. Dev Raj, Mr. Narendra 
Singh, Mrs. Janki Bisht, etc. for their exceptional efforts & tremendous support for successfully conducted this 
statewide community participatory IEC activities "Harela Biodiversity Mahotsav-2022" in all eight districts, 
i.e., Nainital, Almora, Chamoli, Rudraprayag, Uttarkashi, Tehri Garhwal, Haridwar & Dehradun of Uttrakhand 
state.

As I firmly believe that it creates tangible actions and solutions to face those threats that will inevitably impact 
humans. This would also help the villagers understand the benefits of trade and market access, the local 
community's economic enhancement, and passenger facilitation. Participatory and cooperative decision-
making, transparent program implementation, evidence-based policies, transboundary and regional 
cooperation, and accountability at all levels are essential to ensuring water security in the region to achieve 
sustainable development goals.

To counter the arduous and immediate threats to human drivers & water security, and climate change, 
productive, equitable, and sustainable water use should be encouraged through rationalized decision making, 
improved infrastructure planning, effective management of urban pollution, and enhanced regional 
cooperation. Therefore, for our glorious cultural identity, we have to restore biodiversity. It is a festival of 
biological perfection. Springs biodiversity improves soil structure and increases water holding capacity and 
nutrient content. Spring biodiversity also helps in water conservation, keeping the water cycle moving. Let us 

Message from President





Why is Springs biodiversity important?

Without a wide range of birds, animals, 

plants and micro-organisms, we cannot 

have the healthy ecosystems that we rely 

on to provide us with the air we breathe, 

the water we drink and the food we eat. 

And people also value nature of itself.
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Our aim is to raise awareness about the threats and challenges faced by springs 
biodiversity; and to promote efforts for traditional springs biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable Pahad-Pani-Parampara management.

Maintaining traditional springs biodiversity will help us combat the climate crisis, 
alleviate poverty, support human health, and leave our children and grandchildren the 
bountiful and beautiful legacy of living forests that we enjoy today. Clearly, no task 
could be more timely or important. Achieving these ambitious targets will require 
decisive action and close collaboration at all levels.

 National Mission for Clean Ganga  
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Padamshri Dr. Yashodhar Mathpal 
Environmentalist, 

Patron, Naula Foundation

Bisan Singh Baneshi
Environmentalist, 

Founder President, Naula Foundation


